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Synopsis

Expanded new edition of an important study of the protracted violence in Colombia.This book
examines the political, economic, and military factors that have contributed to thirty-seven years of
protracted violent conflict in Colombia. Using four years of field research, and more than two
hundred interviews, Nazih Richani examines Colombiaa ™s & cewar systema «a "the systemic
interlacing relationship among actors in conflict, their respective political economy, and also the
overall political economy of the system they help in creating. Several key questions are raised,
including when and why do some conflicts protract, and what types of socioeconomic and political
configurations make peaceful resolutions difficult to obtain? Also addressed are the lessons of other
protracted conflicts, such as those found in Lebanon, Angola, and ltaly. In this expanded second
edition Richani contributes new chapters looking at developments in Colombia since the booka ™s
initial publication a decade ago and a look at the challenges for peace that lie ahead.Nazih Richani
is Associate Professor of Political Science at Kean University. He is the author of Dilemmas of
Democracy and Political Parties in Sectarian Societies: The Case of the Progressive Socialist Party

of Lebanon, 19494 “1996.
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